[image: ]
Music Portrait of a Humble Disabled Samoan
“What to Expect” Information
Show Information
By Music Portrait Collective
Music Portrait of a Humble Disabled Samoan tells the story of Fonotī Pati Umaga. It talks about how he grew up, his passion for music and how he became a musician, the fall that left him tetraplegic, and his life after the accident. 
The story will travel through different emotions. There are moments where it will be happy, sad, joyful, cheeky, and tense. 
Six performers play the role of Pati, sharing dialogue and actions between them. The show is staged with the audience seated on all four sides of the flat stage. There will be a mixture of spoken performances, live and recorded music and sound effects, and projections.
More ticketing and show information can be found on the Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki Auckland Arts Festival website.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bbt569q5lrkl]Arrival Information 
Location: Q Theatre (305 Queen Street, Auckland 1010)
The performance will be held inside the Rangitira performance space, which is divided into three levels: Floor, Balcony, and Gods. There is direct access to the performance space from Queen Street and elevator access to the Balcony and Gods levels.
There are wheelchair accessible bathrooms on the Lower Ground Level and on Level 2. Both can be reached by taking the elevator. 
The closest mobility parking areas are located near the corner of Wakefield Street and on the opposite side of the road to Q Theatre. These are 180 minute parks. There are also 20 mobility parking spaces in the Civic Car Park. There is elevator access at the “Town Hall Stairs” exit. It is 190m from this elevator to the stair-free entrance to Q Theatre on Queen Street. 
For drop offs, there is a 30-minute mobility park directly outside Auckland Town Hall. This is located 40m from the Queen Street entrance to the theatre.
More information regarding accessibility at Q Theatre can be found on their website. 
Show Duration: 1 hour, no interval.
Time: The relaxed performance is at 2pm on Saturday, 7 March. Before the show begins, there will be a pre-show demonstration on stage at 12:30pm.
Pre-show Demonstration
We will meet in front of the theatre doors to the Rangitira performance space. 
This demonstration will introduce the lighting, sound, and projection used in the show, and share more about surprises, show details, and sensory moments. The performers may also be available during the pre-show demonstration. 
This document will provide you with more details about the show.
Relaxed Performance Features
During the relaxed performance, please feel free to:
· Come and go as you need
· Use any comfort and fidget items like headphones, sunglasses, or a quiet fidget toy
· Laugh out loud, clap, or click to show your appreciation
Please do not:
· Go onto the stage with the performers
· Touch or talk to the performers
If you need to use devices for accessibility, please put them on silent for the duration of the performance. At the start of the show, there will be an announcement reminding the whole audience that it is ok for them to be themselves during the relaxed performance. 
Moving Around The Theatre
This show has audience members in seating blocks on all four sides of the stage area and the audience are visible to each other. If you need to leave during the show and then come back, please return to your same seat. To come back into the theatre, an usher will let you in when it’s safe to return. If you’d like assistance to come and go, please let theatre staff know.
Lighting 
For the relaxed performance, audience lights will be kept on low.
Stage lights will be used to create the atmosphere of the show. These lights will shift, move, brighten, and dim during the show. 
Key lighting moments include:
· When the show starts, the lights over the audience will dim into a less bright state and there will be a gentle purple glow over the white stage floor.
· There are lights shining from all four corners and from the ceiling of the theatre.
· There are scenes with bold colourful lights (eg. the whole stage may turn red), and with moving, changing patterns on the stage. 
· There are moments in the show where the lights dim, including moments when all the lights on stage go out suddenly.
The audience are welcome to use a hat or sunglasses during the show to be comfortable under the lights. 
Sound
This production features live and recorded music, spoken performances, and sound effects. The music, instruments, and dialogue may get loud during the show. 
· A performer may already be on stage when the audience enters, singing the pre-show songs live.
· There is a drum kit set up on one corner of the stage. If you prefer to be seated away from the drum kit, please speak to the box office.
· There are four musicians playing instruments live on stage throughout the show. There will be a guitar, drums, bass guitar, and violin. At the beginning of the show, the drummer will play a wooden drum that may sound quite loud. All four musicians will move around and play their instruments in different parts of the stage during the show. 
· There are recorded sound effects throughout the show. These include:
· The ocean
· Drumming
· Static
· A long sequence of slow beeps
· There is a moment in the show where all the performers on stage shout.
Projections
This production features the following effects:
· Videos will be projected onto a circular mesh screen above the middle of the stage. The videos may flicker some times. As this show is based on the real-life story of Fonotī Pati Umaga, some of these videos will be real historical news footage. 
· There are moving projections and light patterns on the white floor of the stage throughout the show. 
Audience Interaction
· There is no audience interaction in this show but the performers will look at and address the audience. 
· The performers do come quite close to the first row of the audience seating blocks.
· The performers enter the stage through the corners of the seating blocks.
· The performers move in and out of the stairs of the seating block during the show.
· At the end of the show, during the finale song, the audience may clap, cheer, or sing along.
Content Warnings
The show contains:
· Performed Distress: There will be some points in the show where all the actors will behave as if they are in great distress. This has all been scripted as part of the performance and no one is in actual pain or upset.
· Screams: There is a point in the show where all the actors will scream. This is a scripted moment and no one is in actual pain or upset. This will be the loudest point in the show. 
· Discussions of Disability and Injury: The show will talk about Pati’s real life injury and the recovery process. 
If you find any of the show’s content distressing, you are very welcome to close your eyes, cover your ears, or leave the theatre at any time. Please check with an usher before returning to the theatre, as they will assist you with returning to your seat at an appropriate time in the performance. 
Want to know more?
Please reach out to Hannah Slade, Kairuruku Hōtaka – Kia Wātea, Kia Whai Wāhi • Programme Coordinator – Access & Inclusion at access@aaf.co.nz, or via phone at 022 1239 759.
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