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The Butterfly Who Flew Into The Rave
“What to Expect” Information
Show Information
The Butterfly Who Flew Into The Rave is a high-intensity contemporary dance performance that compresses the experience of a three-day rave into one hour. Performed by three dancers, the work follows their physical and emotional journey through rhythm, endurance, and connection with each other as they move through waves of energy, exhaustion, and release. The story is told through physical movement, music, and shifting group dynamics.
The show is very loud, fast paced, and sensory rich. It features driving techno music, bold rave-inspired lighting, and continuous movement with very few still moments. The show begins the moment the audience enters the theatre, with the music blasting intensely and the performers already on stage. Overall, the performance is designed as an energising, communal experience that invites audiences to witness, and feel, the thrill, strain, and euphoria of collective dance.    
Visit the Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki Auckland Arts Festival website for more ticketing and show information.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bbt569q5lrkl]Arrival Information 
Location: Q Theatre (305 Queen Street, Auckland 1010)
The performance will be held inside the Rangitira performance space, which is divided into three levels: Floor, Balcony, and Gods. There is direct access to the performance space from Queen Street and elevator access to the Balcony and Gods levels. There is also stair access to the venue via the Greys Avenue Carpark.
There are wheelchair accessible bathrooms on the Lower Ground Level and on Level 2. Both can be reached by taking the elevator. 
The closest mobility parking areas are located near the corner of Wakefield Street and on the opposite side of the road to Q Theatre. These are 180 minute parks. There are also 20 mobility parking spaces in the Civic Car Park. There is elevator access at the “Town Hall Stairs” exit. It is 190m from this elevator to the stair-free entrance to Q Theatre on Queen Street. 
For drop offs, there is a 30 minute mobility park directly outside Auckland Town Hall. This is located 40m from the Queen Street entrance to the theatre.
Visit the Q theatre website for more information on accessibility at the venue. 
Duration: 1 hour, no interval.
Time: The show starts at 9pm. 
Ticket scanning: Before the theatre doors open, the front of house staff may scan your ticket and give you a wristband. This is done to allow them to get the audience in as quickly as possible once the doors open, as large crowds are expected.
Entering and leaving the theatre: You may leave the theatre if you need to, however for your safety we ask that you please do not leave during one of the periods of darkness.
The Space
· The performers will already be on stage when the theatre doors open.
· Tube lights hang above the stage and above the audience seating block up to row E. Some of these lights are at the same level with the balcony and may be in the eyeline of some areas.
· There are 12 lights on the stage floor: 4 at the front of the stage, 4 in the back left corner, and 4 in the front right corner.
· The stage is empty except for a table on one side of the stage with many red plastic cups on it. 
· The balcony is a standing and dancing area. The audience here are welcome to move and respond to the music if they wish to.
Lighting 
The Butterfly Who Flew Into The Rave has bright, intense lights that help to create the atmosphere of an underground rave. These lights will flash, flicker, brighten and dim throughout the show. Key lighting moments include:
· The audience lights will be turned off during the show but the lights from the hanging tubes will spill into the seating area.
· The lights shift in colour and pattern, and it can look like the lights are moving within the tubes. Bright lights in blue, green, pink, red, yellow and white shine, flash and flicker from these tubes.
· The tube and floor lights can make the stage appear to glow deep green and red.
· There are moments where the theatre and stage are almost completely dark, lit by only one or two tube lights or a spotlight above the performers.
· There are moments where the lights will all go out suddenly then quickly and intensely flash back on again. 
· Ultraviolet lights make the performers’ costumes glow.
· There is a long sequence of an intense flickering light. 
The audience are welcome to use a hat or sunglasses during the show to be comfortable under the lights.
Sound
The Butterfly Who Flew Into The Rave is a very loud show. The techno album Nocturbulous Behaviour by Suburban Knight is played in full from start to finish. The show features:
· Recorded music plays continuously from the moment the audience enters the theatre. The music has a booming, heavy bass, an electric, thumping beat, and deep vocals. The sound can be felt in the body, floor, and seats.
· The music can sometimes sound like an alarm blaring. 
· The performers do not speak but they may grunt, shout and scream during the show. 
The audience are welcome to use ear plugs, noise cancelling headphones, or other forms of ear protection to comfortably enjoy the show.
Special Effects
· The production uses haze throughout the show. This spreads from the stage into the audience and makes the theatre look smokey. The haze does not smell like anything and there is no real fire or smoke in the theatre.
Audience Interaction
· There is no audience interaction in this show.
· Costumes and red plastic cups may get tossed into the first few rows of the audience.
· The audience is welcome to be noisy and reactive in response to the show. They can clap, cheer, and call out encouragement to the performers. 
Content Warnings
The performance maintains a consistent high energy and intensity from beginning to end. The performers are constantly in motion and the music does not stop until the show finishes. Audience members are encouraged to take care of themselves as they would in a real rave setting. This can be done by:
· Adjusting their focus
· Taking a moment to rest
· Using personal support devices if needed so they can stay comfortable while enjoying the performance.
Post Show
Raving Ovation will take place immediately following the performance on Saturday, 14 March. This is a rave club night on the Rangitira stage featuring live DJs. The audience will be invited to move around the theatre and onto the stage to deepen their immersion in the environment. 
· This post show experience is open to all audience members with valid tickets from any of the three performance nights. No extra pass is required.
· The rave will run until 12am.
Want to know more?
Please reach out to Festival Accessibility Coordinator Hannah Slade at access@aaf.co.nz, or phone/text at 022 1239 759. 
You may also contact Abbie Rogers, Creative Producer and Stage Manager of The Butterfly Who Flew Into The Rave, at abbierogers25@gmail.com or via text message at 027 8220 582.
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