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La Ronde
“What to Expect” Information
Show Information
La Ronde is an immersive cabaret with circus and burlesque acts. It is a very loud show with bright, intense moving lights. A live singer and deep, bassy recorded music accompany a variety of aerial, clowning, hula hoop, fire, and balancing and gymnastic acts. Some performers strip off items of clothing, revealing scanty costumes and mild nudity, and may toss costume items into the crowd. The audience are highly encouraged to also be loud, laugh, clap and cheer throughout the show.
The show is fun and sexy. It uses tension and anticipation to increase the excitement of the performances. Performed in a large wood and canvas tent, the show also features a giant disco ball that reflects light all throughout the space. This show is recommended for ages 15+.
Visit the Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki Auckland Arts Festival website for more ticketing and show information.
[bookmark: _heading=h.j79o98x1y0j]Arrival Information
Location: Spiegeltent, Aotea Square (301-317 Queen Street, Auckland 1010)
Located in Aotea Square, adjacent to Auckland Town Hall, the Spiegeltent is a large circus tent. There are two entrances to the tent on the side facing Queen Street. The entrance with ramp access is located to the left of the main entrance to the tent. 
The outer ring of the General Admission seating area has step-free access.
There are 20 mobility parking spaces in Civic Car Park, with elevator access at the “Town Hall Stairs” exit. For drop offs, there is a 30-minute mobility park directly outside Auckland Town Hall.  
The closest accessible toilets are in Aotea Centre, on levels 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes, including interval.
Time: The relaxed performance is at 6pm on Sunday, 15 March. Before the show begins, there will be a pre-show demonstration on stage at 4:30pm.
Seating: La Ronde is general admission, which means you can choose where you would like to sit in the areas that have been allotted to your ticketing category. It can get crowded as people line up to enter the Spiegeltent.
Visit the Te Ahurei Toi o Tāmaki Auckland Arts Festival website for more information on venue accessibility.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ewupvm8p8gtj]Pre-show Demonstration
We will meet under Waharoa, the archway in Aotea Square.
This demonstration will introduce the lighting and sound used in the show. We will talk about what you can expect from the show, some of the surprises, and how the relaxed show will work. The performers may also be available during the pre-show demonstration.
This document will provide you with more details about the show.
The Space
The Spiegeltent is a wooden structure with a canvas covering. When you enter the space, you will notice:
· Mirrors on the supporting wooden poles and on the back walls of the tent by the booth seats.
· A giant disco ball hanging from the roof.
· A raised circular stage in the middle of the tent and another stage at the back of the tent. 
· The audience are seated in wooden chairs around the circular stage and in booths along the walls of the tent. There are lights and speakers close to where the audience sits.
· The seats closest to the stage and in the booths are accessible by a few stairs. The seats at the back of the seating area are wheelchair accessible.
· There are no dedicated breakout spaces inside the tent. Feel free to go outside the tent if you need to, or find a quiet area inside the nearby Aotea Centre. The fifth floor of the building is generally a quieter space and has seating, a drinking fountain and accessible toilets.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t9cg6au35lk]Moving Around the Space
· If you need to leave during the show, move to the nearest tent doors. An usher may be available to help. To re-enter the Spiegeltent, speak with the front of house staff as they would know the best moment during the show for you to return to your seat.
· You may wish to arrive early to talk to the ushers about the best areas to sit in order to be close to an exit.
Lighting 
La Ronde has intense, bright lights. Key lighting moments include:
· Four lights shine onto the giant disco ball, causing a flickering effect. This is set up before the show starts, and will be in place as the audience are seated. The disco ball will be lowered and moved away from the circular stage when the show begins. It is brought back and suspended again for the end of the show.
· Moving, colourful lights in deep red, blue, pink and gold shine from onstage, above and behind the audience, and will sweep over the seating areas and the roof of the tent.
· The lights change pattern and position, shine into the audience’s eyes, and flash on quickly and brightly.
· There are moments where the lights go off completely.
The audience are welcome to use a hat or sunglasses during the show to be comfortable under the lights.
Sound
La Ronde is a very loud show. It features: 
· A live vocalist and recorded music. 
· There are many songs in the show that have lyrics, an instrumental score, and a deep heavy bass that can be felt in the floor and seats.
· Acts with noisy props, like a thumping pogo stick, clattering roller skates, and rattling chains.
The audience are welcome to use ear plugs, noise cancelling headphones, or other forms of ear protection to comfortably enjoy the show.
Circus Acts & Performer Safety
This production features a variety of circus and burlesque performances. They include:
· Aerialists, clowning, balancing and gymnastics, hula hoop, and fire acts.
· The acts are performed by highly trained professionals. The performers use tension, a sense of danger, and anticipation as part of their act to heighten the excitement of the show. They follow a set of safety procedures to stay safe.
Audience Interaction
This is a highly interactive show and audience participation is encouraged. 
· The performers move around the space, and up and down the aisles between the seating areas. 
· The performers may get close and they will speak and interact with the audience.
· Costumes will get thrown into the crowd.
· The audience is encouraged to laugh, clap, and cheer.
· Audience members can opt out of the audience interaction by sitting in the back rows of the central seating area of general admission.
Content Warnings
This show contains:
· Mild nudity
· Sexual themes
Want to know more?
Please reach out to Hannah Slade, Accessibility Coordinator at access@aaf.co.nz or phone/ text 022 1239 759.
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